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Droit de Seigneur in the Modern Jiangsu and Shandong Area:
Social Stratification and Personality Alteration Ma Junya
The landowners in modern Jiangsu and Shandong area owned droit de seigneur to the sharecroppers, which
was the result of alteration of social structure. The society in this area differentiated into the interest group of
great landowners who possessed large quantities of land, and the poor group who had little land, as the social
structure evolved into the model of dumbbell but not pyramidal due to the lack of middle classes. The great land-
owners who possessed the executive, military and economic powers and were generally not subject to the proce-
dural rules mostly indulged in instinctive enjoyments, and could not pursue a personality of higher-achievement
motivation. On the one hand, they utilized the loose policies of the government to implement all kinds of super-
economic powers to the poor, including droit de seigneur; on the other hand, they utilized their control over the
lower classes to instigate revolts among thousands of poor people against the government which represented the
interests of upper social circles in their pursuit for more illegal profits. Their ultimate ideal was to become the

emperor who could enjoy more bodily cravings.

The Compilation of Philosophical Writings in Pre-Qin Times and the Generation of Classics in the “Axial Age” .
Taking the Completion Process of Han feizi for Example Ma Shinian
The compilation of philosophical writings in the pre-Qin times is a very complicated problem, which involves
the style of classical books and the generation of classics in the “Axial Age.” In this respect, the compilation
process of Han feizi is fairly representative. Its compilation went through two basic stages. First, Han Fei’s
disciples sorted out his teachings, and assembled his writings into a collection after his death, but that was not a
so completed work in comparison to the extant edition. Secondly, before Emperor Wudi of Han banished the
writings of Shen Buhai, Shang Yang, Han Fei and other scholars in 140 B. C. , people who enjoyed access to the
court library in the early Han Dynasty managed to incorporate the court documents of the Qin Dynasty such as
Chu Jian Qin, Cun Han and etc. in Han Fei’s writings. From this case, we can get a better idea of the signifi-
cance of the “Axial Age.” The so-called spiritual master in that period was in a greater sense a creator of cultural

classics; being mainly the pioneer of the school, he was also related to the whole school.

Remarks on Jin Shengtan by Lu Xun and Zhou Zuoren: a Case Study of the Relations between
Modern Literature and the Literature of the Late Ming and Early Qing Period Lu Lin
In the early 1930s, from the restriction of personal opinions and requirements of political-cultural controversy,
Lu Xun and Zhou Zuoren successively issued essays on Jin Shengtan. The complicated identity between writer
and scholar, as well as the pragmatic attitude toward the basic materials, had resulted in the selection of docu-
ments, and the intended or unintended manipulation of details. Lu Xun deconstructed Zhou Zuoren’s narration of
literary history in the style of Essay, while Zhou Zuowen attempted to dispel the practical problems raised by Lu
Xun through a literary approach. The divergent orientation in life, cultural interest and literary advocacy had
grasps on their evaluation of Jin Shengtan, while defects in material quotation limited the value of their remarks
in academic history. Measuring the rights and wrongs in the evaluation of Jin Shengtan by the Zhou brothers
provides a special perspective on the relations between modern literature and the literature of the late Ming and

early Qing period.

On the Value of Modern Writers’ Diaries in Literary History:
With a Discussion of Two Problems in the Studies Liu Zengjie
The diaries of modern writers abound both in quantity and in content, which remain a modern academic field
to be further developed. Diary is the mirror of the writer's emotional world. In their diaries, Hu Shi issued the

shout of shouldering the responsibility for creating a new literature, Lu Xun noted down the birth of A



